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Oundle Town Council Current Staff Structure March 2024



 Estate

• Fletton House

• Queen Victoria Hall

• Courthouse complex

• Joan Strong Centre

• Public Toilets

• War Memorial

• St Peters Churchyard

• Cemetery

• Snipe Meadow

• CCTV

• Coop Car park

• Benefield Road Car Park

• East Road car park

• Occupation Road sports clubs

• The Recreation Ground

• Pocket Park

• Skatepark

• Rockingham Hill, St Christophers 
Driver, Wentworth Drive and Rock 
Road open spaces/play areas

• Markets inc Christmas + Food Festival



LOOKING BACK
Mayor 2023/24

Cllr David Chapple 

• Closing the deal with North Northants Council to acquire Fletton Field 

• Moving our Open Space team to Fletton House 

• Commemorating the 80th Anniversary of D Day by hosting Oundle Yarn 

Bombers contribution in the Hub 

• Hosting the county Young Enterprise awards in the Hub 

• Thanks to British Legion for Remembrance Day at the War Memorial 

Highlights



LOOKING FORWARD
Mayor 2024/25

Cllr Ian Clark 

In our 50th year, it's apt that we reflect on where we're going.

Oundle is a renowned market town, of which the residents 

are rightly proud.  We want a culturally inclusive, vibrant and 

thriving community, and we hope we can –

• serve the diverse needs of residents

• support local businesses and markets

• attract visitors

• foster and facilitate collaboration

We have significant responsibilities (especially in relation to our estate) and limited 

powers BUT hope this year we can use the "levers" we have at our disposal to 

enhance and improve the town over the next 12 months and beyond - to be a 

catalyst.
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Councillors

Cllr Charlie Best
Liberal Democrats

Cllr Helen Harrison
Conservative Party

Cllr Jason Smithers
Conservative Party

Leader of the Council





Congratulations to -
• David Wilkinson
• Oundle and District Care Committee
• David Webb, Sarah Webb, MacMillan 

Mammoth Quiz Team
Cllr Paul King Award
• Blooming Oundle



31 March 2023 
  £

31 March 2024
£

1 – Balances bought forward 445,731 439,873

2 – Annual Precept 521,738 550,775

3 – Total other receipts 126,356 143,823

4 – Staff Costs 244,524 264,951

5 – Loan interest/capital repayments 22,793 22,793

6 – All other payments 386,635 326,679

7 – Balances carried forward 439,873 520,048

8 – Total value of cash and short-term investments 452,828 457,588

9 – Total fixed assets plus long term investments & assets 2,674,803 2,693,593

10 – Total borrowings 410,463 405,637



INCOME



EXPENDITURE



The present cemetery has 
limited space, and as such 
we will soon need to find 
alternatives to the present 
arrangements. 

Future of Oundle Cemetery on 

Stoke Doyle Road 



TODAY'S POSITION
Fees for the cemetery will be held at 2024-25 levels until 
we  resolve the best path forward, when an alternative 
charging structure may be suggested, mirroring common 
systems elsewhere.

We anticipate that there is maybe 4-5 years' worth of plots 
in the newly cleared area – this could see the end of full 
body burials.

We anticipate a cemetery extension coming at the Stoke 
Doyle end of the cemetery from the new housing 
development - we suggest this may be used for woodland 
burials/cremation only OR shorten lease to 50 years.



Thoughts welcome -

•We could start reusing grave sites after 99 
years BUT complex
•We could look to shorten leases to 50 years 

OR price linked to depth?
•We buy a new bit of land, with associated 

costs – we could help fund this by raising 
fees
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Benefield Road Car Park trial

The issue​?
1. The car park is deemed as "private land"
2. OTC has no legal powers over parking
3. This year, residents who park in the car 

park have brought to our attention a 
number of seemingly abandoned vehicles 
OR being offered for sale commercially



Benefield Road Car Park trial

A trial solution?
1. Introduce "terms and conditions"
2. This is not a pre-cursor to charging for parking 

or any draconian revenue raising
3. WERE someone reported as staying too long, 

we'd give them the same warnings as we do 
right now AND a grace period;

4. ONLY THEN would we look to report them for 
a possible fine, which presently we can't do



Benefield Road Car Park trial

Proposed "Terms and conditions"
1. Vehicles are only permitted to be parked 

in marked bays.
2. Vehicles are permitted to park for up to 1 week.
3. Vehicles are not permitted to be parked 

here and advertised for sale.
4. OTC are reviewing their policy on resident's 

parking permits



Path 
Warden





Nature Recovery Program



Fletton Field - Current Status



Lesley Sambrook Smith

Deputy Chief Executive

Northamptonshire County Association of Local Councils

Health and Wellbeing Activities Survey 

https://forms.office.com/e/CaRNn8E2U5



FixMyStreet – key messages

• DO report as many issues as possible, and best 
to use the app inc the pin location function.

• Photos are great

• "pin" accurately for speedy response

• Urgent action (2 hours) - FixMyStreet does offer 
a phone number too.

• If it doesn’t happen when promised, re-report – 
and we can highlight directly.





Cash review
Greenway
Speeding
Surgery
"Overhead Electronic 
Communications Transmitter"







Cemetery walls – c.£50k      Interest (£15k) and Anglia Water (£6k PLUS 
new                                                   basketball court)

3-6 months reserves



EXPENDITURE



INCOME











• Benefield 
Road Car Park 
trial

"After recent issues with cars parking long term in the Benefield Road Car Park, OTC will start 
trialling a system which we hope will help give us the tools we need to manage such issues 
more effectively.

In the next few weeks, notices will appear in the car park allowing “authorised parking” for 
up to 1 week. For nearly all residents and other users we hope the 1 week permission will 
suffice, and there is no limitation in how often the 1 week cycle can be utilised. However, 
should a car be reported as having overstayed it’s welcome, we would be able to place a 
warning notice on the vehicle, and then one week later (and only then), proceed to order 
our parking partner to issue a parking fine direct to the owner.

This is not a pre-cursor to charging for parking or any draconian revenue raising - we simply 
see this is a light touch way of enforcing a fair use of the limited parking spaces at our 
disposal. Should you have any concerns regarding the trial (which we will review after 12 
months) or would like to inform us of a car parked long term, then please do so via 
contacting the office at 01832 272055 Or emailing admin@oundle.gov.uk"
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